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MR. ECCLESTON: Today's date is October 


22nd, 2001. The time is 2256. My name is 


Christopher Eccleston of the New York City 
Fire Department, World Trade Center Task 
Force. I'm conducting an interview with the 


following individual. 


Please state your name. 


EMT SANCHEZ: Luis Sanchez. 


MR. ECCLESTON: Your title. 


EMT SANCHEZ: EMT. 


MR. ECCLESTON: And your command. 


EMT SANCHEZ: 49, 

Q. Were you working on September 11th, 
2001? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you assigned to the World Trade 
Center disaster? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you please tell me in your own 


words about the details of that day? 


A. Well, at the beginning of the day it 


was just like a regular Tuesday, just going to 


work, preparing for the day and everything for my 


tour, which was tour 2. 
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I'm not too sure what unit I was 
working, but my partner was broke in with someone 


else, and I had a new partner. 


Q. Who were you working with that day? 
A. I think her name was Brandon. I'm not 
too sure if it was Brandon or not. I believe it 


was Brandon. 


We started at 7:00. I think we started 


at 7:00. We just started at 7:00. We had a call 
for that day, which was a cardiac arrest. I 
think it was approximately 7:30. We went to the 
call, and everything went fine. There wasn't a 
cardiac arrest. It turned out to be an asthma 
attack. So we went in and helped the patient and 
everything. We took the patient to the hospital, 
and after that it was all clear. 

We got cleared at about approximately 
7:45, around there. I'm not sure what time it 
was. All I know is five minutes after we 


received a call saying that a plane just crashed 


into the twin towers, one of the towers. 
My partner told me -- I looked at him 


like what's going on here? I thought he was 


playing around. He told me, look, it's serious. 
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We went to up to the park to get a good view of 
the towers. When I saw the smoke coming out of 
one of the buildings, I said, oh, shoot, it is 
real. 

So he told me it's an MCI so we had to 


go to the command post and go along over the 


bridge to the place. The problem is after 


everything, we started heading up to the place, 


the towers, and there was about 20 units right 
behind us and police officers and firefighters, 
right behind us, right in front of us, 
everywhere. It was crazy, real chaos. 

We just got there. When we got there, 
I didn't really know where we were at. It was 
one of the towers. I don't know if it was the 
front, back, side. All I know is there was a lot 


of people outside. People were hurt. People 


were yelling and screaming. We were right in 


front of it, about a block away from it, 
actually. 


My partner told me not to get nervous, 


just stay calm, everything is going to be all 


right, it's going to be just like a regular call. 


I said okay. I asked him if we should stay 
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together, should we stay together. He said, just 


go and follow along with the patients. Just help 


whatever patients, who feels hurt, doesn't feel 
good. I said okay. 

So I went out, and I was looking around 
for other patients, any patients that I saw to 
help out, because I had no experience. This is 
my second week on the job, and I had no 
experience at all. 

I see patients coming out from the 
building, and I started, you know, just putting 
them in a safer place, which was a block away. I 
had a patient that had asthma. I had a patient 
that had a laceration on the forehead, and I was 
sitting him down and giving him 02 oxygen and 
trying to manage, do the best I can. 


I was just looking at people. I saw 


EMTs helping out, and I was like good, now I feel 
more comfortable helping out. Finally I saw one 
of my friends who graduated with me. I saw him, 


and we started working together, which was good 


for me. We sort of had the sam xperience. W 


didn't know what to expect. So we're like, cool. 


We were both nervous and didn't know what to 
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expect helping out the patients and everything. 
So all of a sudden we had this other 

patient come out of asthma, throwing up, 

vomiting, screaming and just yelling. She was 


just real nervous. We were just telling her it 


was going to be okay, it was going to be, don't 
be nervous, everything's going to be all right. 
We just gave her 02, and she seemed to calm down. 
But she was throwing up. We were trying to make 
her feel better, saying jokes, anything to make 
her feel good, better. 


Five minutes later I just heard this 


loud noise. It was like an earthquake. It was 
shaking, and things was going down. I looked 
verywhere. There was nothing going on. I 


looked to the side, looked to my friend. There 
was nothing going on. When I looked up, I saw 
the top of the building floor by floor was coming 
down, collapsing. I was oh. (Inaudible. ) 

I looked at my patients. They were all 
there, just throwing up. They didn't know what 


was going on. I looked at everybody. They 


seemed like they didn't know what was going on. 


All of a sudden I just looked up and 
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said this is for real, is this a dream or what? 
I'm like, what do I do? Do I run? What do I do? 


Pick up the patients? Call my partner? What I 


did was I screamed, I yelled. I said, "The 


building's collapsing. The building's 


collapsing. Everybody run." 


What I did was just dropped everything 
I had the radio -- I had the radio -- and just 
ran, just ran as fast as I can before I get 
trapped between the buildings or anything. I 
just ran. 

All of a sudden I see this firefighter 
who was helping a patient. They didn't know what 
was going on. He was looking down towards the 


patient. He looked like he was just like focused 


on the patient. She had a big laceration on her 
leg. He was right in front of me. I just pushed 
him to the side and just told him to run because 


the building was collapsing. 


I just kept running. I just kept 


running for approximately 20 blocks after that, 


20 blocks, kept running, until everything was 


cleared. There was smoke everywhere. You 


couldn't see anything. I just kept running until 
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everything was all clear. 


Once I got there for about ten blocks, 


I was with police officers and I started to help 


them. It was about approximately 2:00 -- sorry, 
it was about 10:00 when that happened. I started 
helping out with the police officers. I bumped 
into one of my friends who is a police officer, 


and we just hugged each other. We were started 


saying, "Oh, my goodness, this is crazy. What's 
going on here?" We just heard about there's 
another plane that just hit Washington, D.C. We 
were getting nervous. 

I started helping them out for about an 
hour, just directing the people, where to go, go 


to a safer place and not to panic, to calm down 


and everything. I was there with them for two 
hours. After two hours, I hooked up with 


paramedics. I was with them, they went to 


Bellvue Hospital, and I was helping out at 


Bellvue hospital, bringing patients in from the 


streets, for about two hours, approximately. 


After that I was with -- we went south 


together. We went down to get more patients to 


bring to the hospital. We went down south. For 
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some reason I just couldn't find them anymore. 


So I saw some units from Brooklyn, some people 
that I know. So I hooked up with them for a 


little while, and they brought me over to Chelsea 


Piers. That's where we were just all stationed 
and doing triage. 

From there on we just stayed all 
together. I saw more people that I graduated 
with and started helping them and just broke 
down. We both broke down and couldn't believe 
what we saw. It was just crazy, the things that 
we saw. 

We never expected to see something like 
this, and we were never prepared for anything 


like this. We thought we were prepared for 


anything at the academy. In two weeks we just -- 
we wouldn't believe what we just saw that day of 
the lith. It was really intense. 


I was worried about my parents, calling 


them. I couldn't get in contact with them. 


I got over to the station about 2:00 in 
the morning. I was working about 20 hours that 
day. I was exhausted, went home, just broke 


down. My mother broke down also. I said to 
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myself whatever God wants, if that's his will for 


this to happen, that's the way it's going to 


happen if that's the way he wants it. That's 


just the way it's going to be. 
I tried to keep myself calm and 


everything, 


That's all that I saw that day, the 
things that I felt. 
Q. Do you know where you were when the 
second tower came down? 


A. The second tower? 


Q. Were you in the area when the second 
tower came down or were you further away? 
A. When we got there, I don't know if the 


first tower fell or not. What I know is when we 


got there -- I couldn't see the second tower. 


All I saw was the first tower. I don't know if 


it was the first or second. All I know is that 


when I got there there was a lot of people. It 


was one of the towers -- I can't remember whether 
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it was one or two. 


All I know is approximately 15 minutes 


and the collapse, everybody just sprinted. 


Everything was a mess. I ended up peopl 


ended up in New Jersey, Queens, Bronx, 


verywhere. Everything was just all mixed up. 
From then on, I was with police officers and 
other units. 

Q. Is there anything else you would like 
to add to this interview in regards to the events 
that happened before noon? 

A. Before noon? Not really. 

Q. Okay. I thank you very much for 
conducting this interview with me? 

MR. ECCLESTON: The time is 2308, and 


this interview is concluded. 


